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Timothy Dudley-Smith is the greatest hymn writer of the late twentieth
and early twenty-first centuries. Gray and Music have demonstrated his
superb qualities as a poet and as an inspiration to contemporary Christi-
anity throughout the world. In this admirable account of his work, they
have set it in context, relating the preoccupations of his life to the political
and social world in which he lives; and they have added commentaries on
many of the hymns that explains their extraordinary ability to stir the heart
and satisfy the mind. This will be the definitive account for many years.
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PHOTO + MEDIA PERMISSION
As a Hymn Society Annual Conference attendee, you agree to be 
photographed, recorded, videotaped, or filmed and grant The Hymn 
Society permission to put the finished footage/photography to any uses 
that it may deem proper including marketing, advertising (print, audio, 
and television), and PR-related activities. You hereby release, discharge, 
and agree to save harmless The Hymn Society, its affiliates, employees, 
officers, and directors from any liability or claimed liability in connection 
with the aforementioned use of your photograph, name, likeness, or 
performance, including but not limited to any claim you have or might 
have for invasion of privacy, misappropriation, and/or defamation.



All Creation Sings 
goes hand in hand with Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship to support the church’s mission of  
worship in word and sacrament that leads  

to service and justice in the world.

This resource invites us to expand our 
song and prayer with timely attention 
to the health of our planetary home and 
the human community within it. Two 
hundred hymns and songs are included, 
more than 30 of them multilingual. This 
body of song supports the rhythms of 
the whole church year and gives en-
larged expression to themes of healing 
and wholeness, creation care, justice 
and peace, praise and lament. 

In addition, All Creation Sings includes 
two new communion services, one pre-
sented in Spanish and English, the other 
offering options for evening use. Also 
included are a contemplative service of 
word and prayer and more than 50 addi-
tional prayer resources, rounding out 
nearly 70 pages of liturgy content.

Visit augsburgfortress.org/AllCreationSings to 
learn more about this new worship and song resource.
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The Conference
Prior to 1975, The Hymn Society held an Annual Meeting each year, which was usually limited 
to business matters, with an occasional hymnological presentation or a hymn festival, sometimes 
both. The development of the current Annual Conference—originally styled ‘convocation’—
began with the appointment of an Executive Director to oversee the programmatic and opera-
tional details. This was also a significant aspect of The Hymn Society’s restructuring as a national 
organization, rather than one centered on and limited to people nearby New York City. These 
annual events remain a lively microcosm of The Hymn Society’s interests and commitments, ev-
idenced by the diverse presentations that later reach the full membership in print, via The Hymn.

2022 Washington, D.C.
    Joint International, 100th Anniversary
2021 Virtual
2020 Virtual
2019 Dallas, Texas
2018 St. Louis, Missouri
2017 Kitchener/Waterloo, Ontario
2016 Redlands, California
2015 New Orleans, Louisiana
2014 Columbus, Ohio
2013 Richmond, Virginia
2012 Winnipeg, Manitoba
2011 Colorado Springs, Colorado
2010 Birmingham, Alabama
2009 Northfield, Minnesota
2008 Berkeley, California
2007 Ottawa, Ontario
2006 Greencastle, Indiana
2005 San Antonio, Texas
2004 Collegeville, Minnesota
2003 Halifax, Nova Scotia
2002 Winston-Salem, North Carolina
2001 Independence, Missouri
2000 Boston, Massachusetts
1999 Vancouver, British Columbia

1998 Grand Rapids, Michigan
1997 Savannah, Georgia
1996 Oberlin, Ohio
1995 San Diego, California
1994 Maryville, Tennessee
1993 Toronto, Ontario
1992 Washington, DC
1991 Northfield, Minnesota
1990 Charleston, South Carolina
1989 Grand Rapids, Michigan
1988 Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania
1987 Fort Worth, Texas
1986 Toronto, Ontario
1985 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
1984 Elmhurst, Illinois
1983 Springfield, Ohio
1982 Atlanta, Georgia
1981 No conference
1980 Princeton, New Jersey
1979 Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas
1978 Winston-Salem, North Carolina
1977 Chicago, Illinois
1976 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania one day
1975 Springfield, Ohio



THE
WORLD

SINGS

NOVEMBER 8, 1:00 P.M. ET
Kim Harris: “The World Sings: Music 

Moving Movements”

Six live broadcasts, recordings 
available to registrants any time.

Single webinar: $25 members, 
$35 non-members, $15 students.
Full series: $125 members, $175 

non-members, $75 students

Information and online 
registration at www.
thehymnsociety.org

THE WORLD SINGS

DECEMBER 13, 8:00 P.M. ET
Yasuhiko Yokosaka, “The World Sings: 

Japanese Congregational Song”

JANUARY 10, 1:00 P.M. ET
Becca Whitla, “The World Sings: 

Decolonizing Congregational Song”

FEBRUARY 14, 1:00 P.M. ET 
Adam Perez, “The World Sings: 

Praise and Worship”

MARCH 14, 1:00 P.M. ET
Maria Cornou, “The World Sings: 

Latin American Song”

APRIL 26 (TUE), 1:00 P.M. ET 
Ricky Manalo, CSP: “The World 

Sings: Filipino and Chinese  
American Catholic Song”

2021–2022 Webinar Series
Explore congregational song from around the world with six knowledgeable scholars. 

100 YEARS 
OF SONG

September 20 
Swee Hong Lim

Live broadcasts on Mondays at 1:00 p.m. ET, registration required, no charge.
Recordings available to the public on The Hymn Society website.

Information and registration available at www.thehymnsociety.org. 

Interviews with 
HYMN SOCIETY Leaders

October 18
Mary Louise Bringle, FHS

November 15
James Abbington, FHS

December 20
John Ambrose, FHS

January 24
Carl P. Daw, Jr., FHS

February 28
Slats Toole

March 21
Cynthia Wilson

April 25
David Music, FHS

May 16
Emily Brink, FHS
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Sing no Empty AllEluiAS: 50 Hymn tExtS

Chris shelton

GIA is proud to introduce Chris Shelton, an exciting new voice in the field of congregational 
song. Chris writes with a clear pastoral sense of how songs function within worship. Many of 
these fifty selections have the potential to become well-loved and frequently used across a 
wide variety of congregations. Sing No Empty Alleluias will be an important resource for church 
musicians and hymnal committees.

G-10421  Spiral-bound, 168 pages  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00

REvivAl iii 
tony Alonso 

The third volume in this popular series, Revival III features arrangements of fourteen familiar 
Christmas carols for contemporary ensembles.  With this collection, Tony Alonso focuses on the 
needs of the piano- or guitar-based ensemble, creating accessible carol arrangements for 
SAB voices, piano, and guitar. Also included is an optional alternate harmonization for the final 
stanza of each piece featuring a soprano descant.  

G-10430 Music Collection . . . .$29.00 
G-10430S  Spiral Edition. . . . . . . . 24.00 
G-10430C  Choral Edition. . . . . . . . . 6.50 

tHE pEoplE’S tHEology: ClASSiC HymnS And CHRiStiAn FoRmAtion 
PhiliP h. PfAtteiCher

Hymns old and new shape, form, and inspire our worship and our lives. With The People’s 
Theology, liturgical scholar Philip Pfatteicher takes an in-depth look at the theology expressed 
in Christian hymnody and creates an insightful read not only for the scholar but for the principal 
choir of any church: the congregation. A major contribution to the field of hymnology! 

G-9960  Perfect-bound, 420 pages  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $38.95

New Resources from

50 Hymn Texts

Sing No 
Empty 
Alleluias:

Chris Shelton

THE PEOPLE’S 
T H E O L O G Y

Classic Hymns and Christian Formation

Philip H. Pfatteicher

G-10430G  Guitar Spiral Edition . . . . . . . . . . $21.95 
G-10430INST  Instrument Spiral Edition . . . . . . . 21.95 
CD-1098  Compact Disc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.95

For decades GIA has been a leading publisher of texts and tunes for congregational singing. Unbound 
makes thousands of those hymns available at the click of a button. Selections previously published in text 
and tune collections can now be purchased as PDF downloads with full accompaniment included. New 
material will be added on a rolling basis, featuring works by today's best writers and composers. 

Visit giamusic.com/unbound
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Schedule
Sunday, July 11
9:00 am	 Daily Schedule with Links Sent Out

12:00 pm	 Video Premiere: 
	 “The future of Hymnary.org: 
	 Introducing My.Hymnary”

	 —Harry Plantinga

2:00 pm	 Hospitality Room Opens

4:00 pm	 Organ Recital
	 —Kola Owolabi

Sponsored by George M. Hartung Memorial 
Fund

5:00 pm	 Hospitality Room Closes
	 First Timers’ Reception

7:00 pm	 Opening Evening Hymn Event:
	 “Midwife, Prophet and Fool: God’s 
	 Dream and Congregational Song”

	 —Jorge Lockward
Sponsored by Charles D. Frost

9:00 pm	 Informal THS Hangout

Monday, July 12
9:00 am	 Daily Schedule with Links Sent Out
	 Hospitality Room Opens

9:45 am	 Body, Mind, Spirit, Voice Warm-Up 
	 Videos

	 with Grace Schwanda

10:00 am	 Morning Prayer

10:20 am	 Welcome/Announcements 
	 Engagement

10:30 am	 Emily Swan Perkins Plenary Address: 
	 “As The Spirit Gives Us Utterance:
	 Singing with Pentecost(al) Humility”

	 —Margaret Aymer
Sponsored by Deborah Carlton Loftis, FHS, 
Paul A. Richardson, FHS, and Susan Richardson 
in Memory of Hugh Thomas McElrath, FHS

11:45 am	 Break

12:00 pm	 Featured Session: “Singing 
	 Welcome? Setting the Stage”

	 —2021 Program Committee
Sponsored by J. Michael McMahon

1:00 pm	 Break

1:30 pm	 Informal THS Hangout

3:00 pm	 Roundtable Forum: 
	 A Conversation with Harry Plantinga 
	 about the Future of Hymnary.org

4:30 pm	 Break

5:00 pm	 Hospitality Room Closes

7:00 pm	 Evening Event Livestream: 
	 “SINGING SAWUBONA”

	 —Proskuneo Ministries

9:00 pm	 Informal THS Hangout

ALL TIMES LISTED ARE EDT.
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Tuesday, July 13
9:00 am	 Daily Schedule with Links Sent Out

	 Hospitality Room Opens

9:45 am	 Body, Mind, Spirit, Voice 
	 Warm-Up Videos

	 with Grace Schwanda

10:00 am	 Morning Prayer

10:20 am	 Welcome/Announcements 
	 Engagement

10:30 am	 Plenary Address: “[Re-] Framing 
	 Welcome through Song”

	 —Martin Tel
Sponsored by Andreas and Tracy Teich

11:45 am	 Break

12:00 pm	 Featured Session: “Congregational 
	 Song & Gendered Language”

	 —Slats Toole

	 Featured Session: 
	 “Introducing ‘All Creation Sings’”

	 —Jennifer Baker-Trinity, David Sims 
	 & John Weit

1:00 pm	 Break

1:30 pm	 Informal THS Hangout

3:00 pm	 Roundtable Forum: “Singing 
	 Welcome in the Hymn Society”

	 —Hilary Donaldson and Panel

4:30 pm	 Break

5:00 pm	 Hospitality Room Closes

7:00 pm	 Evening Hymn Event Livestream:
	 “All are Welcome”

	 —Emily Brink, FHS, Larry Visser, 
	 & Bob Batastini, FHS

Sponsored by George M. Hartung Memorial 
Fund

9:00 pm	 Informal THS Hangout

Wednesday, July 14
9:00 am	 Daily Schedule with Links Sent Out

	 Hospitality Room Opens

9:45 am	 Body, Mind, Spirit, Voice 
	 Warm-Up Videos

	 with Grace Schwanda

10:00 am	 Morning Prayer

10:20 am	 Welcome/Announcements
	 Engagement

10:30 am	 Plenary Address: 
	 “Singing to Become Rooted 
	 and Grounded in Love”

	 —Elizabeth Conde-Frazier

11:45 am	 Break

12:00 pm	 Featured Session: 
	 “Trickster, Traitor, Translator”

	 —Mary Louise Bringle, FHS, 
	 María Cornou & Andrew Donaldson

Sponsored by Ray Valido 

	 Featured Session: 
	 “Bind Us Together: Building Bridges 
	 between People of All Cultures”

	 —Sunghee Kim & Kartika Putri 

1:00 pm	 Break

1:30 pm	 Informal THS Hangout

3:00 pm	 Roundtable Forum: “The Promise 
	 of Our Second Century”

	 —John Thornburg, FHS, and Panel

4:30 pm	 Break

5:00 pm	 Hospitality Room Closes

7:00 pm	 Evening Hymn Event Livestream: 
	 “Hymns of Hope”

	 —Tony Alonso
Sponsored by GIA Publications, Inc.

9:00 pm	 Informal THS Hangout



www.onelicense.net
 info@onelicense.net | 800.ONE.1501

Podcast
or stream
your services
containing
covered
music!

Annual  
License

Single-Use / Event  
License

Podcast / Streaming 
License

Practice-Track  
License

With a catalog of 80,000 songs from 180+ 
publishing houses and 110+ additional song 
catalogs, ONE LICENSE gives you access to the 
broadest range of resources in the sacred music 
industry. The music you need for your worshiping 
community is licensed through ONE LICENSE. 

As our 21,000+ global license holders can attest, 
ONE LICENSE provides effective solutions to meet 
the needs of your music ministry: Annual License 
and options for Single-Use, Event, Podcast/
Streaming, and Practice-Track Licenses. The ONE 
LICENSE website provides comprehensive search 
capabilities, and our user-friendly reporting 
process is fast, easy, and intuitive. 

THOUSANDS OF SONGS 
ONE LICENSE
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President’s 
Welcome
Dear Friends,

Welcome to the annual conference of The Hymn Soci-
ety in the United States and Canada! We are thrilled to 
be together for our annual conference, held digitally for 
the second year. While we will miss meeting and singing 
together in person, we are grateful for the wonders of 
technology, which allow us to meet together virtually.

While chosen pre-pandemic, our conference theme, 
Singing Welcome?, now seems a particularly timely one. 
As our congregations begin to contemplate how/when 
to return to in-person worship, many of us are consid-
ering how best to welcome both established and new 
folks to our services. What does welcome look like for 
the long-term member who is returning, as well as to the 
new friend who discovered us online yet has never set 
foot in our building? What does welcome look like in the 
midst of so much division in our communities?

I hope over the course of this week you will find an op-
portunity to thank our conference staff for their dedi-
cated work in preparing this excellent conference. Last 
spring as COVID forced us to change plans, our staff, es-
pecially conference director, Brian Hehn pivoted to con-
vert our in-person conference into a fully digital one. 
The result was a resounding success, and we look for-
ward to the variety of ways that we will be able to en-
gage with our speakers and each other this week, thanks 
to the leadership of Mike, Brian, Courtney, and Steven.

For many of us (myself included), last year was our first 
experience engaging in a fully online conference. We 
learned quickly over the course of those few days how 
to navigate a digital conference, and I suspect many of 
us come to this conference with different expectations 
than we did last summer (and with more extensive expe-
rience with Zoom than we had previously). As we have 
all learned to navigate the chat function on Zoom, I 

thought I would share some suggestions for conference 
etiquette related to the chat:
	� Do use the chat to greet each other as we start a ses-

sion. The chat greeting can be a great way to connect 
and respond to each other, even when we may not 
be visible.

	� Do use the chat to ask questions in plenary sessions. 
In some sessions, the chat questions can provide 
helpful real-time feedback to the presenter. In others, 
the questions can be helpful for the presenter to go 
back and respond to at the end.

	� Do not use the chat to critique the presentation or 
festival. The conference evaluation is the appropriate 
forum for this feedback.

	� Do use the chat to express gratitude—to the pre-
senter, for a particular song, for a particular phrase 
or idea. One of the blessings of the chat is that we can 
offer our immediate thanks to presenters and hymn 
festival leaders.

Finally, I encourage you to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities for interaction with others throughout the con-
ference. For many of us, the personal interactions with 
others (whether via chat, breakout rooms, or elsewhere), 
are an even greater highlight than our excellent speakers 
and hymn festivals.  Whether this is your first confer-
ence or your fiftieth, I hope that you will leave having 
felt both welcomed into this community and contrib-
uted to welcoming others.  I look forward to seeing you 
this week!

Blessings,
Benjamin C. Brody
president@thehymnsociety.org



New Organs
Upgrades & Additions
Repair & Restoration

Tuning & Maintenance

Post Office Box 846
978 Yanceyville Road

Louisa, Virginia  23093
(540) 894-5754

groomsandpayneltd@mac.com

George L. Payne
Kelly T. Grooms

Supporting Vital Congregational Singing with Excellence in Organ Work
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Executive 
Director’s Welcome
July 11, 2021

Dear Members and Friends,

Welcome to the all-digital 2021 Annual Conference of The Hymn Society 
in the United States and Canada. Communities need to gather, and even 
though we love to meet in person and to fill sacred spaces with the sound of 
our communal singing, we are unable to do so once again this year. After the 
very positive experience that we had with last year’s all-digital conference, 
we are confident that there will be many memorable moments at this year’s 
event. 

Although scattered physically across North America and around the world, 
we come together at this conference to consider the theme “Singing Wel-
come?” I’m very much looking forward to the plenary addresses, evening 
song events, featured sessions, and other opportunities that will help us to 
reflect more deeply on the thorny issues raised by this question and the op-
portunities for richer, more authentic hospitality. 

We come together this week as a community of colleagues who share a pas-
sion for and commitment to the art and practice of congregational song: 
scholars, teachers, students, text writers, composers, song writers, pastors, 
musicians, song leaders, publishers, and more. We extend a special welcome 
to those who are new to our community, to our Lovelace Scholars, and to 
those who are joining us from outside the United States and Canada. 

All of us on The Hymn Society staff are here to assist you in any way that 
we can. All of our staff members—Brian Hehn, Courtney Murtaugh, Steven 
Blondo, and I—will be available to assist you throughout the conference in 
our virtual conference meeting room. Check your email newsletter on each 
day of the conference to find the link to find us there. You may also send 
us an email at courtney@thehymnsociety.org if you need assistance. Have a 
great conference!

Sing a new song!

J. Michael McMahon
Executive Director
mike@thehymnsociety.org



14 • SINGING WELCOME?	 July 11-15, 2021

THE HYMN SOCIETY BRAND STANDARDS  1

LOGO VARIATIONS

VERTICAL HORIZONTAL

Sponsorships
Gold
Augsburg Fortress and 1517 Media
Kelly Grooms, Grooms and Payne

Silver
Hope Publishing Company

Event Sponsors
Sunday Organ Recital
Sponsored by the George M. Hartung Memorial 
Fund

Sunday Hymn Evening Event: “Midwife, 
Prophet and Fool: God’s Dream and 
Congregational Song,” Jorge Lockward
Sponsored by Charles D. Frost

Monday Featured Session: “Singing Welcome? 
Setting the Stage,” 2021 Program Committee
Sponsored by J. Michael McMahon

Tuesday Hymn Event: “All are Welcome,” Emily 
Brink, FHS, Larry Visser, & Bob Batastini, FHS
Sponsored by the George M. Hartung Memorial 
Fund

Wednesday Featured Session: “Trickster, 
Traitor, Translator,” Mary Louise Bringle, FHS, 
María Cornou & Andrew Donaldson 
Sponsored by Ray Valido

Wednesday Hymn Evening Event: 
“Hymns of Hope,” Tony Alonso
Sponsored by GIA Publications, Inc. 

Emily Swans Perkins Plenary Address  
Sponsored by Deborah Carlton Loftis, FHS, 
Paul A. Richardson, FHS, and Susan Richardson 
in Memory of Hugh Thomas McElrath, FHS

Tuesday Plenary II
Sponsored by Andreas and Tracy Teich

Morning Prayers
Sponsored by Margaret McCamant in honor 
of All Saints’ Chicago’s Zoom, Instagram, and 
Facebook Groups
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Sectionals and Special Events
“From East and West, From North and South: 
Are You Ready?” Slats Toole and Noel Werner
Sponsored by Ginny Chilton Maxwell

“Singing Welcome with Voices Together,” 
Sarah Kathleen Johnson and Anneli Loepp 
Thiessen
Given by Hilary Donaldson and Wendy Wyatt 
Donaldson in celebration of Dr. Andrew 
Donaldson, FHS

“Hardcore Hymnody: A Lecture Recital,” 
Nathan Myrick and Marcell Silva Steuernagel
Sponsored by C. Michael Hawn, FHS

“Radical Hospitality Through Song and Sound,” 
Marcell Silva Steuernagel
Sponsored by C. Michael Hawn, FHS

“Sing of Belonging: Worship, Music, and 
Community Mental Health Ministry,” Hillary 
Doerries
Sponsored by C. Michael Hawn, FHS

“Hymns for the Faith Journey, texts by R. 
Frederick Crider, Jr., tunes by Iteke Prins,” 
Iteke Prins
Sponsored by Glen Richardson and Judy 
Brown Richardson

“I Danced in the Morning,” John Ambrose, FHS
Sponsored by Sharon Beckstead

“TUTSIAJUK: Celebrating Inuit and Moravian 
Song from the Labrador Coast,” David Buley
Sponsored by St. Andrew’s College

“Hymns Are Not Just for Singing Anymore,” 
Mark Lawson
Sponsored by Marty Cool 
and Jayne Southwark Cool

“Practices of Psalmody: A Congregational 
Singing for Muslim-Christian Friendship in the 
21st Century,” Eric Sarwar
Sponsored by Lucy Goman in Memory of 
Amanda Husberg

“Highlighting New Voices,” The Center for 
Congregational Song
Sponsored by Marty Haugen

“Unbound,” Adam Tice
Sponsored by Marty Haugen

“Tune Writers Colloquium,” Sally Ann Morris
Sponsored by Jacque Jones in Memory of 
Amanda Husberg

“Sing No Empty Alleluias,” Chris Shelton
Sponsored by Jacque Jones in Memory of 
David Nussmann

“Carlton Young in Conversation,” Matthew 
Phelps and Carlton R. Young, FHS
Sponsored by Sherry McCormick

“God, We Praise You, a Collection of Hymns 
from the Jubilate Group,” Carl P. Daw, FHS
Sponsored by Mark and Virginia Meyer

General Conference Sponsors
John Ambrose, FHS
Rachelle Hartvigsen
Joanne Reynolds
Amanda Udis-Kessler — Lovelace Fund
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Biographies

Plenary Speakers
MARGARET AYMER
Margaret Aymer joined the Austin Seminary faculty in 2015. She teaches core 
courses on the Introduction to the New Testament, Exegesis, and Greek and 
elective courses in numerous disciplines including African Americans and the 
Bible, and feminist and womanist biblical interpretation. Active in the Society 
of Biblical Literature and American Academy of Religion, she has spoken as a 
guest lecturer at numerous academic and church conferences across the United 
States, including the 2013 MidWinter Lectures at Austin Seminary. There she 
was the Robert Jones Lecturer, offering a discourse on the “New Testament as 
Migrant Writings.” Aymer wrote Confessing the Beatitudes, the 2011 Horizons 
Bible Study (the annual Bible study resource for Presbyterian women), for which 
she won the Award of Excellence by the Associated Church Press.

Aymer has published four books: James: Diaspora Rhetorics of a Friend of God 
(Sheffield Publishing, 2014), Fortress Commentary on the Bible (with Gale A. Yee, Fortress Press, 2014); First Pure, then 
Peaceable: Frederick Douglass Reads James (T&T Clark, 2008), and Islanders, Islands and the Bible: Ruminations (Semeia 
Studies, 2015; with Jione Havea).

Prior to coming to Austin Seminary, Dr. Aymer taught at Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, 
Georgia, since 2004. Aymer has served the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) broadly. She has served on the Presbyteries’ 
Cooperative Committee on Examinations since 2010, moderating the six persons who write the Bible Exegesis Ordina-
tion Examination for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). She was a member of the Committee on Preparation of Min-
istry of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) from 2010–2011, training sessions (governing bodies) of local congregations 
on the ordination process and their responsibilities therein. Aymer was also a member of the General Assembly Task 
Force on Civil Unions and Marriage (2009–2010), and she served as a steering committee member for the Committee 
on Theological Education Consultation on Racism from 2004–2008.

ELIZABETH CONDE-FRAZIER
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Conde Frazier is a practical theologian. She is an ordained 
pastor of the American Baptist Churches with over ten years of pastoral experi-
ence. She was founder of the Orlando E. Costas Hispanic and Latin American 
Ministries Program at Andover Newton Theological School, served as a ten-
ured professor of religious education at the Claremont School of Theology and 
as academic dean and vice president of education at Esperanza College of East-
ern University. Currently she is the Coordinator of Relations for Theological 
Entities at the Association of Hispanic Theological Education.

She has authored chapters, articles and books on topics of practical theol-
ogy, intercultural relations, Latina Evangelica theology and participatory action 
research among other topics.

Dr. Conde-Frazier holds a Ph.D. from Boston College, an M.Div. from East-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary and a B.A. From Brooklyn College, City Uni-
versity of New York. 
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MARTIN TEL
Martin Tel is the C. F. Seabrook Director of Music at Princeton Theological 
Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey.  At the seminary Martin conducts the sem-
inary choirs, teaches courses in church music, and administers the music for 
the daily seminary worship services.  He served as senior editor of Psalms for 
All Seasons: A Complete Psalter for Worship (Faith Alive, 2012). He also served 
on the editorial committees which produced a new hymnal for the Christian 
Reformed Church and Reformed Church in America denominations, Lift Up 
Your Hearts (Faith Alive, 2013) and the Spanish-English bilingual hymnal, Santo, 
Santo, Santo / Holy, Holy, Holy (GIA, 2019).

Evening Event Leaders

TONY ALONSO
Tony Alonso is a Latin Grammy-nominated composer of sacred music and 
a theologian whose work responds to the diverse needs of the contemporary 
church. In 2015, his compositional work was recognized with an invitation 
to compose the responsorial psalm for the first Mass Pope Francis celebrated 
in the United States. In 2020, he was nominated for a Latin Grammy for his 
groundbreaking album Caminemos con Jesús. Tony’s scholarly work lies at the 
intersection of theology and culture, with a particular focus on worship and rit-
ual practices. His first book, Commodified Communion: Eucharist, Consumer Cul-
ture, and the Practice of Everyday Life (forthcoming, Fordham University Press) 
offers a theological account of contemporary consumerism and its relationship 
to the Eucharist. Tony is Assistant Professor of Theology and Culture at Can-
dler School of Theology at Emory University where he also serves as Director 
of Catholic Studies.

ROBERT BATASTINI, FHS
At the age of 13, Robert J. Batastini became the organist of his Roman Catho-
lic parish, and three years later the choir director. At the age of 19, he formed 
and taught a concert band in the parish grade school. Always fascinated by all 
things musical, throughout high school and college (though a church music/
organ major), he played French horn in the school bands, trumpet in the march-
ing bands, and tenor saxophone in a wedding band! Simultaneously, and to this 
day, he has maintained an unbroken history of 67 years as a pastoral musician.

From 1967 until 2007 he simultaneously held the position of Vice Presi-
dent and Senior Editor of GIA Publications, Inc. In that capacity, he served as 
project director and editor for 22 GIA hymnals—Catholic and Protestant and 
served on the core committee of three others. He also instituted GIA’s now 
well-known commitment to publishing the work of modern hymn writers. Pres-

ently, as Senior Editor Emeritus, Bob maintains a limited role at GIA marking 54 years with the company.
Bob joined the Hymn Society in 1977, spent eight years on the executive committee, is a past president, and in 2006 

was named a Fellow.
Presently (in retirement), he is the associate choir director at Saint Francis De Sales Parish, Holland, Michigan, and 

also directs the Holland Ecumenical Choir consisting of singers from 20 area churches. For fun, he performs some-
what regularly on the Mighty Wurlitzer theatre organ housed in the Grand Rapids Public Museum.



18 • SINGING WELCOME?	 July 11-15, 2021

THE HYMN SOCIETY BRAND STANDARDS  1

LOGO VARIATIONS

VERTICAL HORIZONTAL

EMILY R. BRINK, FHS
Emily Brink is a senior research fellow at the Calvin Institute of Christian 
Worship. 

JOSH DAVIS
Josh Davis loves people and loves to 
make safe space for complexity. A 
third-culture person himself, Josh served 
as a missionary to the Dominican Repub-
lic before founding Proskuneo Ministries 
(www.proskuneo.org), a ministry that ex-
ists to bring nations together in worship 

on earth as it is in heaven. Josh is a creative pastor and the co-author (with 
Nikki Lerner) of the book Worship Together [in your church as in heaven]. He also 
helps people engage with themselves, others, and God at www.patreon.com/
justjoshdavis. In his spare time, he loves to jog, learn languages, and drink cof-
fee. Josh lives with his wife and four children in Clarkston, GA, where over 60 
languages are spoken within a 1.5 mile radius.

NIKKI LERNER
Nikki Lerner is a culture coach, speaker, artist, and author helping individu-
als and organizations move from monocultural to multicultural. With over 20 
years as a practitioner and leader in the area of multicultural work and life, her 
passion is to equip others with the inspiration and information needed to move 
one step closer to healthy diversity.

Nikki is the host of the Culture Coach Podcast, has authored a new book en-
titled Life Whispers, and is also the co-author of the book Worship Together: In 
Your Church As In Heaven. As an artist, her musical works include four solo 
music projects and Nikki also co-leads the Multicultural Worship Leaders Net-
work which equips leaders in faith communities with tools for multicultural 
work & life.

JORGE LOCKWARD
Jorge Lockward served for many years as Director of the Global Praise Program 
of the General Board of Global Ministries where he edited several resources on 
global music and worship. As part of that work he developed innovative ways 
to plan and engage worship that responds to the opportunities and challenges 
of today’s world while engaging the depth of Christian tradition in its multiple 
global manifestations. Jorge has coordinated the worship life of many national 
and international gatherings, including the 21st World Methodist Conference 
(2016) and the 2018 World Mission Conference in Arusha, Tanzania. A re-
spected teacher and workshop leader, Jorge has lectured at many Theological 
Schools and worship conferences.  He currently lives in New York City where 
he serves as Minister of Worship Arts at The Church of the Village.
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LARRY VISSER
Larry Visser is Minister of Music and Organist at LaGrave Avenue Christian 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan, a position he has held since 
1999. In this role, he oversees the administration of the church’s extensive 
music ministry and plays the organ for weekly worship services. He has re-
corded two solo organ discs on the church’s 5-manual, 108-rank Austin-Allen 
organ. He holds degrees from Calvin University and the University of Michi-
gan School of Music, Theatre and Dance. His choral and organ music is pub-
lished by The Leupold Foundation, MorningStar Music Publishers, and GIA 
Publications. He was a finalist at the 1994 Grand Prix de Chartres International 
Organ Competition, and most recently, was the winner of two hymn composi-
tion competitions, the Utech Hymn Tune Composition sponsored by the East-
man School of Music and A Hymn for Mercy sponsored by St. Joseph’s Mercy 
Secondary School in Navan, Ireland.  He is a member of the American Guild 
of Organists and the Hymn Society in the United States and Canada.

Featured Session Leaders
JENNIFER BAKER-TRINITY
Jennifer Baker-Trinity, a deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica, serves as Program Director for Resource Development, a shared position 
between the ELCA (Office of the Presiding Bishop) and Augsburg Fortress, a 
division of 1517 Media. In this position she attends to developing and teach-
ing about resources that support the church’s worship. Jennifer completed her 
studies at Valparaiso University (B.M. Church Music) and the Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary at Philadelphia (MAR, STM). Jennifer also currently serves 
as Co-Director of the Institute of Liturgical Studies at Valparaiso University, is 
a member of the North American Academy of Liturgy, the Association of Lu-
theran Church Musicians, and serves on the Advisory Council for Lutheran 
Summer Music. She has served as a church musician in congregations in Illi-
nois, Minnesota, and Pennsylvania and has been a writer for a number of de-
votional and worship resources. She lives in Shoreview, Minnesota with her 
spouse and three children. 

MARY LOUISE BRINGLE, FHS
Mary Louise (Mel) Bringle is Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies and 
coordinator of the Integrated Studies major at Brevard College in Brevard, NC. 
Her original hymn texts and translations are included in hymnals and supple-
ments of numerous denominations in North America and Scotland. She has 
served as President of The Hymn Society and chair of the Presbyterian Com-
mittee on Congregational Song, responsible for creating the 2013 PCUSA hym-
nal Glory to God. In the summer of 2020, she was named a Fellow of the Hymn 
Society.
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MARÍA CORNOU
María Eugenia Cornou is Associate Director and Program Manager for Inter-
national and Intercultural Learning for the Calvin Institute of Christian Wor-
ship. Born and raised in Buenos Aires, Argentina, María holds a PhD from the 
Free University of Amsterdam as well as degrees in public accounting and the-
ology. She is the co-managing editor of the bilingual (English-Spanish) hymnal 
Santo, Santo, Santo / Holy, Holy, Holy (GIA Publications, 2019). 

ANDREW DONALDSON, FHS
Andrew Donaldson is a lyricist/com-
poser, conductor, and enlivener of con-
gregational song. He was co-editor of The 
Book of Praise for the Presbyterian Church in Canada. He has worked as music di-
rector in several Toronto-area churches, and in Geneva as Worship Consul-
tant to the World Council of Churches, for which he compiled and edited the 
songbook Hosanna! Ecumenical Songs for Justice and Peace, which contains many 
of his translations. 

SUNGHEE KIM
Sunghee Kim (D.M. from Indiana Uni-

versity Jacobs School of Music) is Assistant Professor of Organ and Church 
Music at Valparaiso University and currently serves as Director of Music at the 
Chapel of the Resurrection. She previously served in a faculty appointment at 
Pennsylvania State University at Abington and as Director of Music at Con-
cordia Lutheran Church in Wilmington, Delaware, as well as Pleasant View 
Lutheran Church in Indianapolis, Indiana.

An accomplished organist, Sunghee Kim is a former first prize winner in 
the Fort Wayne National Organ Competition and William C. Hall Competi-
tion in San Antonio. She has concertized in the United States, South Korea, 
and Europe. As a church music scholar, her research interests include liturgi-
cal organ playing and identity construction and professional development of 
Asian church musicians in North America.

HARRY PLANTINGA
Harry Plantinga is a professor of Computer Science at Calvin University. 
He founded and directs Hymnary.org and the Christian Classics Ethereal 
Library (CCEL.org). He also collaborates with the Calvin Institute of Chris-
tian Worship on PreachingandWorship.org. He writes the “Classics to Life” 
blog at life.ccel.org.
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KARTIKA PUTRI
A native of Indonesia, Dr. Kartika Putri is Worship and Music Minister at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Wausau, WI. She holds a Bachelor of Music de-
gree in Organ and Bachelor of Arts degree in Church Music from Wartburg 
College, as well as Master of Music and Doctor of Music degrees in Organ and 
Sacred Music from Indiana University. In 2009, she spent the summer in Hei-
delberg, Germany as a guest student at the Hochschule für Kirchenmusik Hei-
delberg, where she studied organ, improvisation, and choral conducting. Dr. 
Putri has performed and presented at chapter events and regional conventions 
for the American Guild of Organists and Association of Lutheran Church Mu-
sicians, and has been featured as soloist in concert with the Wausau Symphony 
Orchestra. As a recitalist, Dr. Putri has performed in the United States, Ger-
many, France, and Indonesia. Her passion for the role of music in bringing peo-
ple together led her to write her doctoral dissertation in the form of a church 
music handbook: Come to Us, Creative Spirit: A Practical Guide for Congregational 
Education and Outreach through Music Ministry. 

DAVID SIMS
David Sims is the Music Development Manager at Augsburg Fortress, where 
he directs the development and production of choral, instrumental, and assem-
bly song resources. Since 2014 he has served as Cantor at Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Minneapolis, and prior to that worked as an organ builder 
and church musician in Indiana. David grew up in the cornfields of central Illi-
nois and holds degrees in Church Music and Organ Performance from St. Olaf 
College and Indiana University. His compositions are published by Augsburg 
Fortress and GIA, and you can usually find him on the search for a new hymn, 
recipe, or source of coffee. 

SLATS TOOLE
Slats Toole is a musician, writer, educator, preacher, and theater director/sound 
designer based in Minneapolis, MN. They are an active member of the Presby-
terian Church (USA), and have had formative experience in Baptist (CBF and 
Alliance), United Methodist, Episcopal, and Reformed churches. They hold a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Drama from New York University’s Tisch School of 
the Arts, and a Master of Divinity and Certificate in Theology, Women and 
Gender from Princeton Theological Seminary. They are a proud Deborah Carl-
ton Loftis Ambassador for the Center for Congregational Song, and are the 
resident sound designer for the In[heir]itance Project. Slats’ Lenten poetry se-
ries has been compiled in the collection Queering Lent, and their work has also 
been published in History of Hymns, Call to Worship, Sacramental Life, and The 
Presbyterian Outlook. They have been a featured guest artist with A Sanctified 

Art, and serve on the “Friends of NEXT Church” team. Slats has led workshops on expansive language and queer 
theology (with a particular emphasis on gender identity) throughout the United States and Canada. Slats’ work cen-
ters around creating space in the church where all are welcomed, embraced, and loved. 
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JOHN WEIT
John Weit, a deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is called 
as assistant to the presiding bishop and executive for worship of the ELCA. 
In this role, John oversees the work of the worship team within the Office of 
the Presiding Bishop and provides leadership on the bishop’s behalf in church-
wide matters related to worship. This work includes developing and implement-
ing strategies and resources that support worship in synods, congregations and 
other local worship assemblies across the ELCA as well as planning and wor-
ship leadership for churchwide events. Prior to his call to the churchwide orga-
nization, John served as musician for congregations in Pennsylvania and most 
recently as cantor to Trinity Lutheran Church in Worcester, Massachusetts. 
John earned a Master of Arts in religion with a concentration in liturgy and 
music from The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. As part of his 
work with the ELCA, John works closely with the board of the Association of 
Lutheran Church Musicians.  

Organ Recitalist
KOLA OWOLABI
Kola Owolabi is Professor of Organ at the University of Notre Dame, USA, 
where he teaches organ performance, hymn playing, and improvisation.  He 
previously held faculty appointments at Syracuse University and University of 
Michigan.  Dr. Owolabi has performed numerous concerts in the United States, 
Canada, Germany, Austria and France. Notable venues include St. Thomas 
Church Fifth Avenue in New York City and Yale University, USA; Kloster-
neuburg Abbey in Vienna and Église du Bouclier in Strasbourg.  He has per-
formed as organist and harpsichordist with the vocal ensemble Seraphic Fire 
and Firebird Chamber Orchestra in Miami, Florida.  Dr. Owolabi is a published composer and has received commis-
sions from the Royal Canadian College of Organists and the Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto.  He holds degrees in 
organ performance and choral conducting from McGill University, Montreal, Yale University and Eastman School 
of Music.  His former teachers have included John Grew, Martin Jean, Thomas Murray, Hans Davidsson and Wil-
liam Porter.  

Morning Prayers Leader
JONATHAN HEHN
Jonathan Hehn, OSL, is a musician and liturgist currently serving the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame in Notre Dame, Indiana. He is a brother in the Order 
of Saint Luke, a religious order committed to sacramental renewal and liturgi-
cal scholarship, and holds degrees in music from the Florida State University 
(B.M., D.M.), and theology from the University of Notre Dame (M.S.M., M.A.). 
A passionate practitioner, writer, and thinker, you can find him on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram @JonathanHehn. 
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Sectional Leaders
JOHN AMBROSE, FHS
John Ambrose is an ordained min-
ister (retired) of the United Church 
of Canada, former church music 
director, hymnal editor (Voices 
United), song enabler, creator 
and leader of many hymn festi-
vals, workshop presenter on new 
hymns/songs of the church, and 
advocate for community perform-
ing arts. 

BRUCE BENEDICT
Bruce Benedict is the Chaplain of 
Worship Arts and adjunct instruc-
tor in Ministry Studies at Hope 
College. When he’s not working 
with his team of students leading 
worship services he helps to di-
rect liturgical arts projects through 
Cardiphonia Music and Bellwether 
Arts. Bruce is married to perform-
ing artist PJ Maske and has two 
lovely kids. He is also an ardent 
vintage moped owner and interna-
tionally trained sommelier. 

JOYCE BORGER
Rev. Joyce Borger is the editor of 
the quarterly journal Reformed Wor-
ship and director of Worship Min-
istries for the Christian Reformed 
Church of North America. She also 
served as editor of several hymnals 
and song collections including Lift 
Up Your Hearts: Psalms, Hymns, and 
Spiritual Songs. 

BARBARA BRIDGE
Barbara Bridge received her Bach-
elor of Music degree from Mount 
St. Mary’s College in Los Angeles 
in 1984. She served as cantor at the 
Papal Mass in Los Angeles in 1987 
and several years at various events 
such as the Los Angeles Religious 
Education Congress and National 

Association of Pastoral Musicians 
Convention.

Since 1989, Barbara expanded 
her music ministry to include Taizé, 
providing music for Taizé prayer 
in churches and retreat centers of 
various denominations. As editor 
of the 135-song collection Hear the 
Prayers That Rise, her work brings 
people of various faith traditions 
together in contemplative prayer 
through song and silence. She has 
contributed her voice and several 
of her compositions to various 
prominent collections, including 
A Lenten Journey and One with the 
Risen Lord with Bob Hurd, as well 
as the most recent collection, Our 
Common Home, with songs inspired 
by Pope Francis’s encyclical Lau-
dato Si’. Barbara retired from OCP 
in 2014 and lives in the Portland, 
Oregon, area. She continues to col-
laborate on liturgical music projects 
with OCP. Her full-length collec-
tion, Deep Peace, features fourteen 
pieces composed for SATB choir 
and assembly.

JAMES BRUMM
The Rev. James Hart Brumm di-
rects the Reformed Church Center, 
the Theological Writing Center, 
and the Seminary Archives at New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary 
(NBTS) in New Brunswick, NJ, 
where he also teaches RCA His-
tory and Worship. He is transition 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church 
in New Brunswick and General Ed-
itor of the Historical Series of the 
Reformed Church in America. A 
graduate of Westminster Choir 
College, NBTS, and Drew Univer-
sity Graduate School, he is the au-
thor of several articles and essays 
about hymns and hymnology, ed-
itor of five (and, he hopes, by the 
time of the conference, six) books, 

and author of various liturgical ma-
terials and about 370 hymns and 
worship songs, about 180 of which 
are included in four collections 
published by Wayne Leupold Edi-
tions. A father and grandfather, 
he lives in Highland Park, NJ, with 
his wife, the Rev. Kathleen Hart 
Brumm. 

DAVID BULEY
David Buley is an Associate Pro-
fessor of Music Education in the 
Faculty of Education at Memorial 
University, St. John’s, Newfound-
land and Labrador. David has 
taught classroom music in Nova 
Scotia and New Jersey, and has 
led choirs in various situations, in-
cluding church choirs, children’s 
choirs, university choirs, and vocal 
ensembles. Dr. Buley holds degrees 
in conducting, sacred music, phi-
losophy, and liturgical studies from 
The University of King’s College, 
Westminster Choir College, and 
Drew University. A Co-Director of 
The Singing Network, David is cur-
rently involved as a member of the 
artistic team of Shallaway Youth 
Choirs, playing particularly with 
Lauda—an ensemble comprised of 
neuro-diverse children. He curates 
a weekly musical meditation series, 
Sundays @ Seven, at the Cathedral 
of St. John The Baptist in St. John’s, 
and, along with his partner, Jan 
Buley, he co-founded the Lullaby 
Project-NL—a music and art initia-
tive that creates lullabies through 
social networking with various 
groups. David is a certified instruc-
tor and License candidate (DEIEB) 
in Dalcroze Eurhythmics, and loves 
to offer workshops in music educa-
tion, vocal/choral music, and the 
worship arts. David is also owned 
by a vibrant border-collie, Nelllie, 
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who doesn’t like chocolate as much 
as he does. 

ALISA CLAPP-ITNYRE
Alisa Clapp-Itnyre, Ph.D., is the 
author of Angelic Airs, Subversive 
Songs: Music as Social Discourse in 
the Victorian Novel (Ohio UP, 2002) 
and Hymn Books for Children, 1800–
1900: Re-Tuning the History of Child-
hood (Ashgate/Routledge, 2016). 
Her O, Come, All Ye Children: 
Christmas Carols in Victorian Chil-
dren’s Hymnbooks was published in 
The Hymn (Winter 2017). She is Pro-
fessor of English at Indiana Uni-
versity East, Richmond, Indiana 
where she teaches Children’s Lit-
erature, Young-Adult Literature, 
and Victorian Literature, etc. Alisa 
grew up in the United Methodist 
church, of which she is still a mem-
ber, and has enjoyed conferences 
of both the Hymn Societies of the 
United States and Canada, and of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

JAMES E. CLEMENS
James E. Clemens was born in Gos-
hen, Indiana, into a family of Men-
nonites on both sides, that has 
contributed to a life full of singing. 
During his school years he studied 
piano, violin, and organ. Jim com-
poses a wide variety of vocal and 
instrumental music influenced by 
old-time tunes, rhythms from West 
Africa, music of Native North 
Americans, and early American 
folk hymns. In addition to compos-
ing, Jim works as a freelance music 
engraver and an accompanist for 
ensembles and soloists. He is also a 
Life Member of the Hymn Society 
in the United States and Canada. 

SCOT CRANDAL
Scot Crandal is Director of Music 
at the Episcopal Parish of St. John 
the Baptist in Portland, Oregon—
he has also worked at OCP for 

several years, both as a music edi-
tor and music development coor-
dinator, in charge of submissions 
and arranging. He earned his music 
degree from Whitworth College in 
Spokane, Washington, and was a 
music teacher in public schools for 
several years. In addition to writ-
ing songs for the liturgy, Scot com-
poses and performs jazz, classical 
and popular music. He plays guitar 
and piano, and has showcased his 
strong tenor voice in several Port-
land Opera productions.

Scot’s annual psalter, The Liv-
ing Church Acclaims, offers contem-
porary responsorial psalms and 
Gospel acclamations for the en-
tire 2019 liturgical year. His most 
recent collection, Down to the River 
to Pray, brings together eight liturgi-
cal songs and choral anthems that 
are wonderfully unique and equally 
well-written and arranged.

Scot lives in Oregon with his 
wife, Karen, and their two children. 

CARL P. DAW, JR., FHS
Carl P. Daw, Jr. served as the Ex-
ecutive Director of The Hymn 
Society in the United States and 
Canada from 1996 to 2009, while 
this binational and ecumenical or-
ganization had its headquarters at 
Boston University School of The-
ology. He taught hymnology and 
other courses there during this time 
and continued to do so through 
2019. Although he has retired from 
his duties as Lecturer in Hymnol-
ogy, he has remained as Curator 
of Hymnological Collections in the 
School of Theology Library. He re-
cently became a Lecturer in Sacred 
Music at Yale Divinity School/In-
stitute of Sacred Music. His hymn 
writing began while he was a con-
sultant member of the Text Com-
mittee for The Hymnal 1982, and 
his texts now appear in most En-
glish language hymnals and hym-
nal supplements in North America, 
the United Kingdom, Ireland, 

Australia, and New Zealand, and 
have been translated into Spanish, 
German, Dutch, Korean, Japanese, 
and Chinese. More than 70 anthem 
settings of his texts are currently in 
print. Hope Publishing Co. has pre-
viously published five hymn col-
lections by him. He was made a 
Fellow of the Hymn Society in 2007 
and a Fellow of the Royal School 
of Church Music (U.K.) in 2011; 
he has received honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degrees from Virginia 
Theological Seminary (2009) and 
the University of the South (2012). 

HILLARY DOERRIES
Hillary Doerries is the Director of 
Music Ministries at Christ the King 
Lutheran Church in South Bend, 
Indiana. She believes that when 
people who live with mental health 
challenges are invited to share their 
stories within compassionate and 
supportive congregations, they are 
empowered to seek the kind of heal-
ing that only takes place in com-
munity with others. Therefore, in 
addition to music ministry, Ms. Do-
erries is active in Christ the King’s 
community mental health ministry, 
where in early 2020, she was instru-
mental in beginning a local chapter 
of Fresh Hope for Mental Health in 
her congregation and community. 
Fresh Hope is a faith-based, peer-
led support group for people liv-
ing with mental health challenges 
and their loved ones. She also sits 
on the Task Force to the Board of 
Directors of the United Church of 
Christ’s Mental Health Network. 
Ms. Doerries received her musical 
training at the Indiana University 
Jacobs School of Music, earning 
double Bachelor of Music degrees 
in Organ and Vocal Performance 
in 2007 and a Master of Music in 
Organ and Church Music in 2011. 
She is currently pursuing a Doctor 
of Pastoral Music (DPM) degree at 
the Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University, 
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where her dissertation examines 
the intersections of community 
mental health ministry, church 
music, and liberation theology.

ALAN HOMMERDING
Alan Hommerding, Liturgical Pub-
lications Editor at the WLP divi-
sion of GIA Publications, has been 
an editor with World Library Publi-
cations (WLP) since 1991. He is the 
general editor of the WLP Organ 
Library series, in addition to edit-
ing various book projects for GIA. 
He holds graduate degrees in the-
ology, liturgy, and music from St. 
Mary’s Seminary and University 
(Baltimore) and the University of 
Notre Dame.

His hymn text collections are 
Song of the Spirit (1997) and Breath of 
Christ (2019). Other books are the 
collections of prayers Blessed Are 
the Music-Makers and Proclaim the 
Gospel in Song. Additional books in-
clude Words That Work for Worship, 
Everyday Psalms: 150 Meditations for 
Learning and Living the Lord’s Song, 
Following Jesus Every Day: Gospel 
Meditations for Daily Living, and the 
book of poems St. Cecilia’s Orches-
tra (with illustrations by Br. Mi-
chael O’Neill McGrath), winner 
of a prestigious Moonbeam Chil-
dren’s Book Award in 2010.

SCOTT HYSLOP
Scott M. Hyslop’s educational 
background includes the DMA in 
Organ/Church Music at The Uni-
versity of Michigan, a Master’s 
Degree in Church Music from Con-
cordia University—River Forest, 
IL, and a Bachelor of Music Degree 
from the University of Wisconsin—
River Falls. He has also studied 
with Paul Manz through the Paul 
Manz Institute of Church Music 
in Chicago. As a composer, Hyslop 
studied with the noted American 
composer Alice Parker. His biogra-
phy on Paul Manz The Journey Was 

Chosen: The Life and Work of Paul 
Manz was published in June of 2007 
by MorningStar Music Publishers, 
and his book The Precious Gift: The 
Hymns, Carols and Translations of 
Henry L. Lettermann (2013) received 
the Award of Commendation from 
the Concordia Historical Institute 
in November of 2014. His first col-
lection of hymn tunes, The New 
Song Never Ends, was published 
in 2017 by Selah Publications. Dr. 
Hyslop presently serves as the Di-
rector of Parish Music at St. Lorenz 
Lutheran Church in Frankenmuth, 
MI. 

PAUL INWOOD
Paul Inwood is an internationally 
known liturgist, organist, author, 
clinician, and composer of the of-
ficial Vatican Hymn for the Holy 
Year of Mercy (2015–2016). In 2009 
he was honored as Pastoral Musi-
cian of the Year by the National 
Association of Pastoral Musicians, 
and is a member of the Collegeville 
Composers Group. His music is to 
be found in hymnals and worship 
aids across the English-speaking 
world. 

SARAH KATHLEEN 
JOHNSON
Sarah Kathleen Johnson is the 
worship resources editor for Voices 
Together and editor of Voices To-
gether: Worship Leader Edition. She 
is a doctoral candidate in Liturgical 
Studies at the University of Notre 
Dame, where her research at the in-
tersection of liturgical studies and 
sociology of religion employs qual-
itative methods to study current is-
sues in Christian worship, often in 
relation to ecumenism, ethics, and 
the changing religious landscape 
in Canada and the United States. 
A graduate of Yale Divinity School 
(MAR 2010) and Conrad Grebel 
University/University of Water-
loo (MTS 2008, BA 2007), Sarah is 

currently a Visiting Fellow at the 
Toronto Mennonite Theological 
Centre. Sarah was a Hymn Society 
Austin C. Lovelace Scholar in 2008 
and 2018 and the winner of the 
Emerging Scholars Forum in 2017. 

MARK LAWSON
Mark W. Lawson is the President 
of ECS Publishing Group, parent 
company for E.C. Schirmer, Gal-
axy Music Corporation and Morn-
ingStar Music Publishers. Mr. 
Lawson has been active in devel-
oping digital delivery methods and 
strategizing about the development 
of music websites, and has been 
involved in numerous recording 
projects. As a publisher, he enjoys 
working with both new and estab-
lished composers. He is actively 
involved in the Music Publish-
ers Association, and the Church 
Music Publishers Association. 

ANNELI LOEPP 
THIESSEN
Anneli Loepp Thiessen is a song 
leader, classical pianist, and 
scholar. She is co-director of the 
Anabaptist Worship Network and 
is passionate about empowering 
congregations to create vibrant 
worship. Anneli holds her Master 
of Music in Piano Performance and 
is a Ph.D. student at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa, where she studies 
women songwriters in the contem-
porary worship music movement. 
She is a graduate of Canadian 
Mennonite University in Winni-
peg and holds her ARCT in Piano 
Performance from the Royal Con-
servatory of Music. Anneli com-
pleted a graduate diploma in Arts 
Management from Queens Univer-
sity and is a Yamaha Fellow at the 
Eastman Leadership Academy. She 
is the director for Ontario Menno-
nite Music Camp and co-chair of 
the Popular Idioms Committee for 
Voices Together. 
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SALLY ANN MORRIS
Sally Ann Morris is a Life Mem-
ber of The Hymn Society.  She has 
three tune collections from GIA 
Publications: Giving Thanks in Song 
and Prayer (1998), …to sing the Artist’s 
praise… (2009), and Spread the Good 
News (2016).  Her tunes appear in 
Glory to God, Voices Together, All 
Creation Sings, Community of Christ 
Sings, Gather Comprehensive II and 
III, Worship IV, the New Century 
Hymnal, The Hymnal 21 in Japan, 
Church Hymnary 4, and in other 
current and forthcoming denomi-
national hymnals, collections, and 
supplements. Sally is Musician in 
Residence at Wake Forest Uni-
versity School of Divinity in Win-
ston-Salem, NC, where she leads, 
enlivens, encourages, demonstrates 
and teaches the diverse wealth of 
congregational song for chapel 
services. 

LOUISE MUNDINGER
Louise Mundinger is an organist, 
conductor and composer living in 
the Boston area since 1980. She 
earned an undergraduate degree 
in Church Music from Valparaiso 
University and a Master of Music 
degree from New England Con-
servatory. She is currently the Di-
rector of Music at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul in Boston. She 
has served churches in Minnesota, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, and Baden-
weiler, Germany. She is the most 
recent past Dean of the Boston 
Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists. As a composer, she has 
been commissioned by the Ameri-
can Composers Forum, the AGO, 
and several AGO chapters. She 
studied organ in Germany with the 
support of the Frank Huntington 
Beebe Award. Louise Mundinger is 
interested in how church music is 
received by congregation members, 
and how they understand what 
they sing, when they sing. 

NATHAN MYRICK
Nathan Myrick is an ethnomu-
sicologist and theological ethi-
cist, and is Assistant Professor of 
Church Music at Mercer Univer-
sity. He came to Mercer from Bay-
lor University, where he earned his 
PhD, and Fuller Seminary, where 
he earned his MAT. He is fasci-
nated by the intersection of ethics, 
theology, and music, and studies 
musical activity and human flour-
ishing in the context of Christian 
communities. 

MATTHEW PHELPS
Matthew Phelps is the Minister of 
Music at West End United Meth-
odist Church where he leads a 
comprehensive department includ-
ing two adult choirs, four choirs for 
children and youth, and two hand-
bell choirs. He is also the founder 
and Artistic Director of Vocal Arts 
Nashville, a professional cham-
ber choir in middle Tennessee. 
Dr. Phelps has performed across 
the nation as a conductor, organ-
ist, and pianist. He has served 
churches in the metropolitan New 
York area and in his hometown of 
Cincinnati. He received his doctor-
ate from the College-Conservatory 
of Music in Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
is the winner of the 2015 American 
Prize in Choral Conducting. 

ITEKE PRINS
Iteke Prins-Ingwersen was born in 
Holland, immigrated to Canada, 
and then relocated to the United 
States. After becoming a registered 
nurse, she began studying organ 
and in 1969 became the organist 
and music director of the Bloom-
ing Grove Reformed Church until 
2005. In 1990, she began studying 
hymn-tune writing with Alfred V. 
Fedak, and subsequently has pub-
lished three collections of new 
hymn-tune settings: Murmurings of 
the Soul (2008), Framing God’s Word 

(2011), and A Treasury of Faith: Lec-
tionary Hymns, Old Testament, Series 
B (2014). She holds both an Asso-
ciate and a Choir Master certifi-
cation in the American Guild of 
Organists. 

PAUL ROBINSON
Paul Robinson is the Director of 
Music and Worship Arts at St. Paul 
United Methodist Church in Lin-
coln, Nebraska. He is a graduate 
of the Manhattan School of Music 
in New York City (vocal perfor-
mance) and former director of 
music at First Presbyterian Church 
in Rapid City, South Dakota. There 
he directed the Chancel Choir and 
Praise Team and served as the or-
ganist for Sunday services. An avid 
composer, Robinson’s choral and 
instrumental pieces are regularly 
presented as a part worship. He has 
recently been engaged as a featured 
soloist or directed performances 
with the Dakota Choral Union, 
Black Hills Community Theater, 
Black Hills Playhouse and Black 
Hills Symphony Orchestra. 

JENNIFER RYDEN
Jennifer Ryden is a chaplain of 
discipleship with Hope College 
Campus Ministries. Her main re-
sponsibilities are to minister to stu-
dents through pastoral care, faith 
formation and discipleship, and 
chapel leadership. She is ordained 
in the Reformed Church of Amer-
ica and is passionate about build-
ing up the church of Jesus Christ as 
hope for the world and the joyful 
witness of our God. 

ERIC SARWAR
Dr. Eric Sarwar, a Pakistani, holds a 
Ph.D. from Fuller Theological Sem-
inary in Pasadena, California, in 
the area of intercultural studies, re-
searching the role of Zabur (Psalms) 
in Muslim-Christian relations. He 
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is a research fellow at the Calvin 
Institute of Christian Worship and 
a recipient of the Lovelace Schol-
arship (2014–2015) at the Annual 
Conference of The Hymn Society 
in the U.S. and Canada.

DAVID SCHAAP
David Schaap (pronounced skaap 
[rhymes with top]) is president and 
founder of Selah Publishing Co. 
His undergraduate studies were at 
Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, with a double major in 
music (composition and arrang-
ing) and art (sculpture). Schaap 
has led workshops, hymn festivals, 
and reading sessions for national 
meetings of The Hymn Society, 
the American Guild of Organists, 
the Association of Anglican Musi-
cians, the Association of Lutheran 
Church Musicians, the Presbyte-
rian Association of Musicians, and 
National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians, as well as for many re-
gional events. He is also currently 
organist/choirmaster at Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvnia, and was formerly 
Minister of Music at St. James Epis-
copal Church in Hyde Park, New 
York. 

CHRIS SHELTON
Chris Shelton is the pastor of 
Broadway Presbyterian Church in 
New York City. Chris grew up in 
Fort Worth, Texas, and was greatly 
influenced by the vibrant musical 
tradition in his (Baptist) church 
and in the area’s public schools. 
When Chris stopped taking piano 
lessons in eighth grade in order 
to dive deep into his high school 
theatre and choir programs, his 
mother nudged him (constantly, 
but lovingly) to keep playing 
hymns at the piano. Chris carried 
those old Baptist hymns with him 
while studying Drama and Music at 
Texas Woman’s University. There, 

he was a scholarship choir member 
at Trinity Presbyterian Church in 
Denton, where the creative Spirit 
was particularly alive. Steadily, var-
ious threads of interest wove them-
selves together—theology, the arts, 
justice, and imagination—and an 
unexpected journey began. After 
college, Chris made the leap from 
Texas to New York City, earning 
his Master of Divinity from Union 
Theological Seminary in 2003. 
Chris was ordained as a Minister of 
Word and Sacrament in 2004, and 
has served communities in New Jer-
sey and New York. Chris’ hymns 
have been included in Voices To-
gether and Call to Worship. 

MICHAEL SILHAVY
Michael Silhavy is senior project 
editor at GIA Publications and 
has worked in parish, school, uni-
versity, cathedral and diocesan 
settings.

MARCELL SILVA 
STEUERNAGEL
Marcell Silva Steuernagel, PhD, 
is Assistant Professor of Church 
Music and Director of the Master 
of Sacred Music Program at South-
ern Methodist University’s Per-
kins School of Theology. Marcell 
writes at the intersection of church 
music, theology, musicology, and 
performance theory. He served 
as Minister of Worship, Arts and 
Communication at Redeemer Lu-
theran Church in Curitiba, Brazil, 
for more than a decade and is an 
internationally active composer 
and performer. 

HALE THOMPSON
Hale Thompson has served as 
a Minister of Music for over 46 
years. During this time he served 
Roman Catholic, United Church 
of Christ, United Methodist, Bap-
tist, Presbyterian, and Episcopal 

congregations. His duties have in-
cluded organist, pianist, choral di-
rector, and cantor/vocalist. This 
diverse history has provided a full 
spectrum of Christian life from the 
African American perspective that 
respects both the culture and the 
religious tradition. 

ADAM TICE
Adam M. L. Tice is editor for con-
gregational song at GIA Publica-
tions, and served as text editor for 
Voices Together, the new Mennonite 
hymnal. 

SLATS TOOLE
See bio under Featured Session Leaders.

RAYMOND TRAPP
Raymond Trapp is a native of Be-
lize, Central America. Raymond 
serves as Director of Music/Or-
ganist at Vanderveer Park U.M.C 
in East Flatbush, Brooklyn, NY. 
Raymond’s love for the human 
voice and spirit has established him 
foremost as a Choral Conductor 
and Worship Leader. Raymond is 
a Colleague of the American Guild 
of Organists and was elected as the 
first African American Dean of the 
Brooklyn Chapter. Raymond ac-
quired a bachelor’s degree in Music 
from Hunter College and a mas-
ter’s degree in Sacred Music/Cho-
ral Conducting from Westminster 
Choir College, Princeton, NJ. Ray-
mond served as Worship and Music 
Director for the U.M.C Special 
General Conference in 2019 and 
will serve in that role for U.M.C 
General Conference in 2021. 

AMANDA UDIS-KESSLER
Amanda Udis-Kessler is an 
award-winning, multiply published 
hymnwriter and progressive sacred 
music composer located in Colo-
rado Springs, CO, where she serves 
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informally as composer-in-resi-
dence at Vista Grande Community 
Church UCC. Her music is in use 
across the US and in Canada, the 
UK, South Africa, Australia, and 
New Zealand. Her website https://
queersacredmusic.com features al-
most 100 free-use original inclusive 
hymns, worship songs, and rounds 
(scores, recordings, and videos). 
This year her music is featured at 
the UCC General Synod, at the 
UCC Musicians Association con-
ference, in the UCC Musicians As-
sociation journal, and in a UMC 
video about the Western Jurisdic-
tion inclusion campaign. Amanda 
holds a doctorate in sociology and 
has worked for many years as an 
anti-racist educator and as a queer 
bridge-builder to Evangelical reli-
gious communities.  

ISAAC WARDELL
Isaac Wardell studied Music and 
Biblical Studies at Covenant Col-
lege and went on lead worship in 
several different churches before 
coming to Trinity Presbyterian 
Church in Charlottesville, Virginia 
in 2009. He also co-founded The 
Porter’s Gate Worship Project with 
his wife, Megan. When not at Trin-
ity, Isaac and Megan love traveling 
with their four children. 

NOEL WERNER
Noel Werner is the Director of 
Music at Nassau Presbyterian 
Church in Princeton, NJ, and is 
currently the Dean of the Central 
New Jersey Chapter of the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists. A graduate 
of Westminster Choir College, In-
diana University School of Music 
(Bloomington), and Christian 
Theological Seminary (Indianap-
olis), he is passionate about fos-
tering good working relationships 
between pastors and musicians, 
and has been active in mentoring 
emerging leaders in church music. 
The choir members, student mu-
sicians, and colleagues at Nassau 
have taught him much about min-
istry, especially about the art of in-
clusion in every aspect of rehearsal, 
repertoire, and liturgy. His home 
includes his wife, Rev. Wendi, their 
two daughters, Sophie and Emily, 
and their dog, Lola. 

CARLTON R. 
YOUNG, FHS
Carlton R. Young is a teacher, edi-
tor, composer, and conductor, and 
has had the unique distinction of 
serving as editor of two revisions of 
hymnals for Methodists: The Meth-
odist Hymnal, 1966; and The United 
Methodist Hymnal, 1989.

Professor Young has served on 
the faculties and directed gradu-
ate studies in church music at Per-
kins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University; and Scarritt 
College; and is Emeritus Professor 
of Church Music, Candler School 
of Theology, Emory University. 
He was visiting professor of church 
music, Tainan Presbyterian College 
and Seminary, 1995–2004, and The 
Methodist School of Theology, 
Sibu, Sarawak, Malaysia, 2004 and 
2007.

Dr. Young’s published choral 
and organ works are in major music 
catalogues. ASCAP has recognized 
Dr. Young’s work as composer and 
editor with thirty-six awards pre-
sented by the Standard Awards 
Panel. He is editor (emeritus) with 
Hope Publishing Co., was curator 
of the Bridwell Library 2007 ex-
hibit, Sacred Harmony: The Musical 
Wesley’s. He gave the 2007 North-
cutt Lectures in Church Music at 
Baylor University.

Dr. Young is an ordained elder 
(retired) in the United Methodist 
Church, East Ohio Conference. He 
is married to the former Marjorie 
Lindner. They have four children: 
Robert, James, Carol, and Rich-
ard; and six grandchildren: Brook, 
Rebecca, Dyami, Kirby, Lena, and 
Raymond.
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