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A Hymn for Self-Acceptance

BEACH SPRING

B.F. White, harm. Ronald A. Nelson

Wesley King
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& ## c ∑B m A ∑G ∑B m F#m7 ∑G

& ## ‰ . rœ œ .œ œ œ œ
When you’re not sure who you

Verse 1
B m A

œ œ œ œ Ó
real ly are,

G ‰ . rœ œ .œ œ .œ œ
When all you feel is the

B m F#m7
-

& ## œ œ œ œ œ Œ
shape of your scars,

G ‰ . rœ œ œ œ œ .œ œ œ
And you have more wounds than

B m F#m7 œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ
you can count, O pen your

G

-

& ## 42 cœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
eyes, look all a round, You aren’t a

G A

œ œ œ œ
lone, this is your

B m

.˙ Œ
home.

A/C#
- -

& ## .. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Come and re mem ber who you

Chorus
D

œ .˙
are here.

B m7 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Do this to re mem ber who I

G

- -- -

& ## .˙ Œ
am.

A œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Come and re mem ber you be

D
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long here. All be

B m7

œ ˙ Œ
long here.

G ∑
2nd time to Bridge

- - - -

& ## ∑B m7 A ∑G ∑B m F#m7 ∑G

& ## ‰ . rœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
WhenWhen youyou don’tdon’t knowknow howhow toto forfor give,give,

Verse 2
B m A

œ Œ Ó
G Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

WhenWhen lockedlocked doorsdoors seemseem likelike thethe

B m F#m7
-

All Belong Here
as recorded by The Many

Lyrics by Lenora Rand
Music by Hannah Rand

© 2017  Plural Guild Music
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onon lyly wayway toto live,live,
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B m F#m7
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Harrisonburg  87.87
W. Daniel Landes, 2007
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Words © 2007, 2019 by Edward Moran. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2007 by Smith Creek Music, Nashville, TN 37214.  www.smithcreekmusic.com   All rights reserved. 
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N.B. We have included both tunes for this collection to reflect the new tune composed for this text 
and the original tune the author intended. 
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God’s Love Is Boundless
In celebration of Tracy Glaser-Bacon’s ordination, September 4, 2016

at New Vision United Church of Christ, Canton, Ohio
Meter: 10 10 10 10

God’s love is boundless; no depth and no height
can plunge us in shadows or hide us from sight.
No present, no future, no span is too far;
God remains with us, wherever we are.

There is no border enclosing God’s love;
no limit to test, no below, no above.
No center to strive for, no margin to fear;
Anywhere, everywhere, God is still here.

People make limits, and mark “out” and “in”
to name some unworthy and tainted by sin.
But when we are “out,” Love provides us a place:
we have a home in God’s infinite grace!

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b.1979; © 2016, GIA Publications, Inc.
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I Shall Not Leave from by Your Side 
 
Meter:  LM 
 

I shall not leave from by your side; 
   where you will live, I shall abide. 
Where you will go, I’ll walk with you. 
   Where you will sleep, I’ll slumber, too. 
 
Your people, I shall call my own: 
   flesh of my flesh, and bone of bone; 
and to your God I’ll sing my praise, 
   the One whose love shall fill our days. 
 
And when, at last, you close your eyes, 
   and angels bid your soul to rise, 
my heart shall fly to heaven with you, 
   for death cannot such love undo. 

 
 May God, who binds us heart to heart, 
    abide with us, and never part. 
 Though joy or pain may round us roll, 
    the love of God shall make us whole. 
     
Text: Chris Shelton, 2018 
 

This hymn sets the song of Ruth to Naomi in Ruth 1:16-17, one of the great love texts of Scripture. It is primarily 
about the love between two women – though Ruth’s final words are very much a prayer, asking that God prevent 
even death from parting them. While we often reserve such songs for weddings – if Scripture is able to sing of 
human love, shouldn’t we? The text was built with the rising and falling sound of the Southern Harmony tune, 
PROSPECT, in mind.  
 

 



Words ©2018 Chris Shelton

Harmonization ©1968 Augsburg Fortress 
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Intro 
Em  /  |  Em/D   /  |  C maj7  /  |  B   /  
 
 
Verse 1 
        Em          Bm/D    Em/C      B 
Rise up to  -  day and stand as one 
     Am9       B 
In love and uni  -  ty 
          Em          Bm/D       Em/C    B 

Let’s  recog  -  nize each child of God 
            Am     B             Em         
Cre  -  ated   beauti -  f’lly   
          Am                   Em/G 
En  -  graved upon God’s loving hands 
          Am/F#          B  
Each one of us by name 
              C                               D2 
Com  -  pletely known and loved by God 
          Am9      Baug        Em 
Each beating heart the same 
 
Interlude 
        Em           Em/D      Cmaj7                B 
Rise up!  Rise up!    In   love and uni  -  ty 
 
Verse 2 
            Em      Bm/D     Em/C   B 
Reach out to all hu  -  mani-   ty 
       Am9        B 
For we define the church  
         Em         Bm/D   Em/C   B 

May we look inward at the  heart                        
      Am          B             Em 
To see each person’s worth 
        
 
 

 
        Am                     Em/G  
Our lovingkindness brings great hope 
      Am/F#                      B 
To those in deep de  -  spair 
            C                         D2  
We’re called to be the light of Christ 
    Am9     Baug      Em 
A beacon every  -  where 
 
Interlude 
 
Verse 3 
       Em            Bm/D     Em/C         B 
For some the day has  now ar  -  rived 
        Am9           B      
The truth no longer hides 
        Em           Bm/D       Em/C       B 

The chains of hopeless  -  ness and fear 
           Am   B    Em 
Re  -  placed by joy and pride 
         Am                        Em/G 
May we rise up, to  -  gether strong 
           Am/F#             B 
Em  -  bracing human hearts 
            C                                   D2 
Pro  -  claiming God’s great love for all 
          Am9        Baug      Em 
With freedom to im  -  part 
 
Interlude 
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Verse 4 
          Em      Bm/D       Em/C      B 
Re  -  ceive God’s love that nev  -  er fails 
       Am9           B 
No ridicule or blame 
    Em           Bm/D   Em/C    B 

A love that will not let us    go 
       Am      B          Em 
An ever  -  lasting flame  
 
          Am                    Em/G         Am/F#     B 
Re  -  gardless of i  -  dentity or sexuali  -  ty 
             C  D2 
Christ died for all and welcomes all 
         Am9   Baug    Em 
In  -  to e -  terni  -  ty 
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For Dee Dressler and the transgender community.  Brave journey.
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We Are a Rainbow   an affirming hymn 

Words and music by David Kai ©2017      Tune: Slocan 

 

And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

Genesis 1: 3 (RSV) 

 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ...” I establish my covenant 

with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and 

never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the 

sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”  

Genesis 9: 8, 11-13  (NRSV) 

 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of 

his old age: and he made him a coat of many colors. 

Genesis 37: 3 (KJV) 

 

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.  

Psalm 30: 5b (NRSV) 

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 

gives light to all in the house.” 

Matthew 5: 14, 15 (NRSV) 

 

These scriptures are the inspiration behind this hymn written particularly for 

affirming ministries. The hymn draws on rainbow and rainbow-coloured 

imagery in the Bible, and the imagery of light which is composed of rainbow 

colors. The hymn suggests that affirming ministries have a badly needed  light 

which they can proudly share with the world. 

 

 

 

 

 



We Are a Rainbow     

Words and music by David Kai ©2017      Tune: Slocan (see below) 

 

We’re the light of all the world, we are a city on a hill, 

We’re a candle on a stand proclaiming light, 

We will not hide our lamp beneath a bushel any more, 

We will shine a ray of hope that’s burning bright. 

 

Chorus: We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace, 

      For the flood of tears will finally cease to be, 

      Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the sky,  

      Paint the world in colors proud and bold and free. 

 

We’re a coat of many colors, sewn from many different threads, 

Covering all in warmth, in welcome and in grace, 

God said “Let there be light”, created every varied shade, 

In the rainbow each of us can find a place.  Chorus: 

 

We are hope to still believe in tomorrow’s better day, 

We are peace in a world that’s torn apart, 

We are joy that will last in all the struggles that we face, 

We are love that blooms and grows in every heart.  Chorus: 

 

When we face the storms of life, we will never be alone, 

For our God will be with us on the way, 

Hand in hand, side by side, we won’t be frightened* any more, 

As the mourning night of tears breaks into day.  Chorus: 

 

*alt: clobbered 
 

It is my custom to name my hymn tunes after camps and ghost towns where Canadians of 

Japanese descent were interned during the Second World War. In this way I hope to ensure 

that these places will not be forgotten. 

 

SATB anthem version available from David Kai: davidwkai@gmail.com 

www.sites.google.com/site/davidwkaismusic 
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Who is the al i- en?- Who is the out cast?-

Who is the hun gry- one barred from the feast?

Who is the wi dow,- the slave, and the or phan?-

These are our neigh bors,- the last and the least.
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